
Heritage Presidents Message, October 2019 
 
I hope everyone is doing well!  I am looking forward to our October Program meeting where we 
try to solve the Virginia Restaurant original recipe mystery!   
 
I enjoy reading, watching, and listening to stories about history.  Recently, I watched the 
“Country Music,” a film by Ken Burns.  I have always enjoyed his movies because they are full 
of so many fascinating stories, images and video. One story specifically interested me since I 
feel it shows how a single moment can define history and that all stardom and history start local!  
 
Most of you are familiar with the Carter family and their impact on country music.  Johnny Cash 
and June Carter may be the most popular from this story, but it all started with the original group 
consisting of A.P. Carter, his wife Sara Carter, and his sister-in-law Maybelle Carter. Maybelle 
was married to A.P.'s brother Ezra Carter (Eck), and was also Sara's first cousin. Their musical 
career began as a result of Ralph Peer opening up a recording studio in Bristol, Tennessee in 
1927. Peer set up his studio because he heard of the local talent in this region of the country 
and he sent the word via newspapers to anyone that could make the trip and share their talents. 
Some people were able to make the trip to Bristol, such as the Carters, since A.P. agreed to 
weed his brother’s cornfield if he could borrow his car for the trip. The Carters made the trip and 
the rest is history!  I wonder how many people though that also had star talent, but were unable 
to make the trip.   
 
I had the privilege of interviewing Loretta Rutz Campbell and she shared about how they hoped 
to make it to Bristol to audition.  Loretta and her siblings were called “The Rutz Family” and 
were very popular in the area.  They regularly won local talent shows with their music.  You can 
see her younger brother, Freddy still strumming his guitar and singing at local events. They 
actually received an invitation from WLS AM Radio Station in Chicago for an audition. Both trips 
never happened due to no means of transportation.  Ms.Campbell played a record her family 
band recorded in 1933 when she was only 13. I feel they sounded just as great as the Carter 
Family! I think if they were able to make it to any of their auditions, “The Rutz Family” star may 
have shone bright beyond our local area. So, remember to appreciate all the local musical talent 
we have in our own backyard.  You may be listening to a famous star and no one knows it!  
Have a great Fall Season and I hope to see everyone on our Holiday Homes Tour on Saturday, 
December 14th. 
 
Sincerely - Tim Taylor - SHA President 


